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Using this manual

This manual guides you through the process of applying for an EU Ecolabel licence, in accordance
with the applicable criteria requirements. The following symbols are used throughout:

® O

Notable or important information.

Clarification of a key point.

= Required documentation to verify compliance with criteria, including links to
declarations where needed.

The manual is structured as follows:

Part A: General Information - Provides information about the EU Ecolabel (including a summary
of the criteria), details of the application process, and answers to frequently asked questions about

applying.

Part B: Product Assessment and Verification - Outlines the criteria for a specific product group
set out in the Commission Decision. An example from this section is shown below:

Product group criterion

Important information

Clarification of a key point
in the criterion

Outline of documentation
needed for application, to
show compliance with the
criterion — including link to
a template declaration
form

3(c) Adhesion

Pigmerted masonry primers for exteror uses shall score a pass in the EM 24624 150 4624) pulloff
test where the cohesive strength of the subsirate i less than the adhesive strength of the paint,
otherwise the adhesion ofthe paintmust be inexcessofa pass value of 1,5MPa.

Floor coatings, floor paints, floor undercoats, interior masorry primers, metal ard wood undercoats
shall score 2 or less inthe EM 2408 test for adhesion,

1
*Trareparent primers are not induded in this requirement.

The applicart shall evaluate the primer ard/or finish alore, or both applied together. When testing the
finish alone this shall be considersd the worst casescenario concerning adhesion,

(@ Interpretation of aiterion: The important adhesion characteristics

Required documentation for Assessment and verification: Adhesion

E Theapplicantshall provide a test reportusing the method EMISO 2409 or EM 24624 (IS0
4624) as applicable,

E Template declaration: Adhesion

Part C: Application Form - This application form should be completed by all applicants.
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Part D: Declarations - These declarations are to be completed as part of the application process.
The relevant sections of Part B (Product Assessment and Verification) should be referred to when
completing these declarations. An example declaration is shown below:

Title and reference to
relevant criterion

Declaration: Criterion 2 — TiO; declaration of nonflow uvse

Declaration, including

sections to be completed by to be completed by the app licant
the applicant and/or (Pizgse complste ifthe paint or varnish contains less than 3.0% wv TiGs)
supplier(s) As the manufacturerAmparter/retailer for paints and varnishes that comply with the EU Ecolabel |,
the undersigned, (1) hereby declare that the product formulation contains less
|| than 3.0% w/y of titanium dioxide.
Information to be Signatureof person bearing legal
completed by the person responsibility:
responsible for this
declaration
Position held
| Date:r
Company Stamp:

! Please read this manual all the way through before completing and

submitting the application form or any other documentation. EU Ecolabel
Competent Bodies can help licence holders understand the EU Ecolabel
criteria and can provide guidance on how to assemble an application
dossier.
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Part A: Part A: General Information

1 Introduction

This User Manual! is designed to help you apply for the EU Ecolabel. It includes an outline of all data,
tests and documentation that are required to demonstrate compliance.

The basis for the manual is a Commission Decision establishing the ecological criteria for the award
of the EU Ecolabel for a specific product group. A copy of the criteria can be found at:

v
Q http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/products-groups-and-criteria.html

Please read the criteria document carefully before filling in the application form!

1.1 Is my product eligible for the EU Ecolabel?

Information on which type of products are included in the scope of the product group can be found
in Article 1 of the Commission Decision establishing the ecological criteria, as well as which products
are not eligible for the EU Ecolabel.

1.2 Aims of the criteria

The EU Ecolabel seeks to minimise the various environmental impacts at each stage of a product’s
life. The criteria are set at levels that promote products which have a lower overall environmental
impact.

The validity of the EU Ecolabel criteria can be found at:

v
Q http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/products-groups-and-criteria.html

1.3 Who can apply for the EU Ecolabel?

Manufacturers, importers and service providers may submit applications for the award of the
EU Ecolabel. Traders and retailers may also apply, but may only submit applications for products
marketed under their own brand names.

! This User Manual is for guidance only; it does not have any legal standing and does not, in any way, replace the Commission
Decision or any relevant legislation. In case of doubt on specific points in the Manual, please refer directly to the national
Competent Body.
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1.4 Where do | apply?

EU Ecolabel applications are made via a single application that covers all of the European Economic
Area (EEA).

Every country has a representative, known as a Competent Body, which assesses the applications.
The choice of which country you should apply to is determined by the EEA Member State in which
the product originates. If your product originates from outside the EEA, you should apply to the EEA
Member State in which the product is (or is about to be) placed on sale.

All EEA Member States assess applications against the same criteria, but individual States have
slightly different procedures and fee levels for handling applications. For contact details for each
Member State’s Competent Body, please visit:

v
Q http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/competent-bodies.html

1.5 What does an application/contract cover?

An application for an EU Ecolabel can cover a single product or a range of products, regardless of
how many different names or brands are used for that product(s). Therefore, the applicant must
report all the trade names or manufacturer’s internal reference numbers of the product(s) in
question during the process of application. In the case of a formulation, all chemical substances and
mixtures used in the product must be submitted as part of the application.

1.6 How do | extend or make changes to my EU Ecolabel
licence?

Once the EU Ecolabel has been awarded, if the licence holder wants to extend the range of products
covered by the licence, the following conditions apply:

e Extension with new manufacturer’s internal reference numbers/trade names, which do not
affect compliance with the criteria: In this case, the relevant information should be sent to
the Competent Body. After scrutiny, and if approved, the Competent Body will issue a
revised licence with the new/additional manufacturer's internal reference numbers/trade
names added.

e Extension or modification with new technical characteristics which affect compliance with
the criteria (for example new materials): These must be approved by the Competent Body
before use. A request for extension must be sent to the Competent Body together with all
the necessary supporting documentation as required in the Assessment and verification
section(s) of the relevant affected criterion/criteria.

e Addition or substitution of new suppliers: Any new supplier(s) must be approved by the
Competent Body. The Competent Body shall be provided with appropriate documentation
proving the suppliers’ compliance with the criteria. In addition, an updated list of suppliers
must be provided to the Competent Body.
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e Any other changes which do not affect compliance with the criteria shall also be reported to
the Competent Body.

1.7 Continuous control — the responsibility of the applicant

The applicant is responsible for ensuring that the product(s) or service(s) once awarded the
EU Ecolabel, always remain in compliance with the EU Ecolabel criteria.

After an EU Ecolabel licence has been granted, the licence holder must keep the application dossier
up to date. In cases where continued tests or measurements are required, the licence holder is
responsible for keeping a record of the test results and other relevant documentation. This
documentation may not need to be sent to the Competent Body, unless there is a specific
requirement to do so (which will be set out in the relevant criterion), but must be available at any
time if requested.

If at any time during the validity period of the EU Ecolabel licence the product is no longer in
compliance with the criteria, this must be reported to the Competent Body immediately, together
with a statement of the reasons for non-compliance. The Competent Body will decide what action to
take, e.g. a demand for additional measurements, suspension of the licence, etc.

1.8 Assessment of compliance with the criteria

The Competent Body may undertake any necessary investigations to monitor the licence holder’s
ongoing compliance with the EU Ecolabel criteria and the terms of use and provisions of the
contract. To this end, the Competent Body may request, and the licence holder shall provide, any
relevant documentation to prove such compliance.

Furthermore, the Competent Body may, at any reasonable time and without notice, request, and the
licence holder shall grant, access to the premises.

1.9 Costs

The applicant is responsible for compiling the application and obtaining all the necessary supporting
evidence, which may include tests, etc.

In addition, the applicant must pay an application fee?, and an annual licence fee where this is asked
for by the Competent Body. In some cases, applicants may be charged for an on-site verification,
which may include travel and accommodation costs. Subsequent to the award of the EU Ecolabel
licence, Competent Bodies may also charge for extension/modification fees and on-site inspections.
Further information can be found at:

v
Q http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/documents/eu-ecolabel fees.pdf

2 According to the Commission Regulation (EU) No 782/2013 of 14 August 2013 amending Annex IIl to the Regulation (EC) No
66/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the EU Ecolabel (0OJ L 219, 15.8.2013, p. 26).
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2  The application process

The first step in starting the application process is to contact your Competent Body, as they can help
you compile your application. See section above ‘Where do | apply?’ to find out which Competent
Body(ies) you should apply to.

The contact details of all the EU Ecolabel Competent Bodies are available at:

v
Q http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/competent-bodies.html

The figure below outlines the stages involved in applying for the EU Ecolabel®. Further detail is given
in the explanations that follow.

Application stages: Decision on eligibility
If the EU Ecolabelis
awarded, a standard
contract will be issued.

i ) See Step 6: Award of
licence
\ ) ~ Assessment
Application
Information 5\ N\
(T and testing N\,
b LY N
ECAT \ \\
. I \ \
registration \
LY \‘\\ ‘\ L
L LY % LY
Contact your AN ,
Competent AN N N \\
- % " N %,
Body (CB): \ N\
‘-.‘ \\\ "\“ ‘\‘ ,
\. N, “\ \\"I \\
] ] ~ -l

Contacting your CB priorto
application can help solve
any potential issuesthat
may hinderthe application
process or prevent the
licence from being awarded.
See Part A, section 2. The
application process

Registration on ECAT Ensurerequested
(Ecolabel catalogue)isdocumentation is
requiredfor registeringcompiledin a dossier,
your application. and any tests carried out
See Step 2: ECAT in the correct format.
registration See Step 3: Information,
testing and verification

Submit all documents The CB may carry out
requiredfor application, a site visit to the
includingthe applicationform applicant or its

and application dossiers (the  suppliers (decided on
number of copies and format  case-by-case basis).
of these may vary by Member See Step 5:

State). Assessment

See Step 4: Compile and

submitdossierand

application form

Step 1: Contact your Competent Body (CB)

The EU Ecolabel Competent Bodies can help potential licence holders to understand the EU Ecolabel
criteria and can provide guidance on how to assemble an application dossier.

3 Since the structure of EU Ecolabel Competent Body varies across Member States, application fee deadlines are not outlined
within this diagram. Applicants should contact their Competent Body directly for fee deadlines.
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Step 2: ECAT registration

The online tool ECAT (the online EU Ecolabel E-Catalogue), must be used to initially register your
application for an EU Ecolabel licence.

v
O Follow the instructions on the E-Catalogue User Manual which you can download from
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/ecolabelled products/pdf/user manual/Ecat admin%20user
%20manual%20for%20Applicants.pdf. This user manual outlines the process for registration, which
includes registering products and services under the European Commission Authentication Service
(ECAS) system. If you encounter problems with the ECAT system, contact the EU Ecolabel Helpdesk.

Step 3: Information, testing and verification requirements

Use the criteria document, and the information and checklists in this User Manual, to assemble a
dossier containing all the information and test results needed to show how the product has met each
criterion. Each criterion will include a section setting out the assessment and verification
requirements which may include product tests, declarations of compliance, or independent
verification. It is essential that data is accurate and substantiated; further checks may be carried out
by the Competent Body if deemed appropriate.

Whenever the assessment and verification of EU Ecolabel criteria requires product tests, those tests
should be preferably performed by laboratories that meet the general requirements of EN 1SO
17025 or equivalent, for that specific test. More information can be found in the “Guidelines for a
procedure for checking the criteria in respect of applications: use of test laboratories”. Contact your
Competent Body if you need any additional information concerning which laboratory to use.

J All test and independent verification costs must be met by the applicant. You should factor in
these costs before you decide to apply.

Step 4: Compile and submit dossier and application form

Please note that a dossier, comprising an application form with all the above supporting
documentation, will need to be submitted to the relevant Competent Body. If your application is
successful, you will be expected to retain a copy of the dossier and keep it up to date for the
duration of your licence.

For information on the specific format and additional guidance documents, please contact
your Competent Body.

Step 5: Assessment

After receiving an application, the Competent Body examines the documentation including any
material sent directly by suppliers and respond to the applicant within two months of receipt of an
application. The Competent Body may make a list of any additional documentation required in order

Version 2.0 Page 13 of 117


http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/ecolabelled_products/pdf/user_manual/Ecat_admin%20user%20manual%20for%20Applicants.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/ecolabelled_products/pdf/user_manual/Ecat_admin%20user%20manual%20for%20Applicants.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/helpdesk.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/competent-bodies.html

e EU ECOLABEL USER MANUAL

\= FURNITURE
| I]El Commission Decision for the award of the EU Ecolabel for furniture (2016/1332/EU)
bel.eu

to comply with the EU Ecolabel product group criteria. This list will be forwarded to the applicant who
must ensure that the relevant documentation is provided.

It should also be noted that a Competent Body can reject an application if sufficient documentation
is not received within six months of any request for further information.

After all the documentation has been approved, the Competent Body may carry out an on-site visit
to the applicant and/or its suppliers. The Competent Body makes this judgement on a case-by-case
basis and may charge a fee for it. Again, please contact your Competent Body for details.

Step 6: Award of licence

When the application has been assessed and is approved by the Competent Body, a contract is
issued, which sets out the range of products covered, including any trade names or manufacturer’s
internal reference numbers. This contract sets out the terms of use of the EU Ecolabel, following the
standard contract in Annex IV of the Regulation (EC) No 66/2010 of 25 November 2009.

Once the contract is signed by the applicant, a certificate can be asked for/will be sent, depending on
the Competent Body. This certificate will detail:

e the licence number that can be used with the EU Ecolabel logo;
e the legal name of the applicant;

e the range of products awarded the EU Ecolabel;

e all relevant trade names under which the product is sold.

The Competent Body will advise on when the EU Ecolabel logo and licence number can be used on
the relevant products.

The logo must be used in accordance with the EU Ecolabel Logo guidelines, which can be found at:

v
D http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/documents/logo guidelines.pdf

2.1 Revision of criteria

: The criteria for each product group are revised approximately every four years, and existing
EU Ecolabel holders have to re-apply when these new, revised criteria come into force. These
furniture criteria are valid for 6 years from 2016-2022. Therefore, it is advisable to consider the
timing of your application to avoid consecutive application and then re-application against new
criteria. A transition period for adjusting the product(s) and applying for re-assessment is usually
allowed for and is set out in the new criteria document.

v
Q For more information about the application process visit the EU Ecolabel website at:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/how-to-apply-for-eu-ecolabel.html
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2.2 Checklist: How to apply
. Tick when
Requirement
complete
1.1 Ensure product is eligible for the EU Ecolabel []
Web link Download the relevant product group criteria []
1.4 Identify the Competent Body in the relevant Member State you ]
can apply to
1.4 Contact the relevant Competent Body and notify them of your ]

intention to apply for an EU Ecolabel licence

21 Check if the criteria relating to your product(s) or service are ]
due to be revised or updated in the near future*

2.Step 1 Request information on application forms ]
from your Competent Body
2.5tep 2 Register on ECAT D
If only submitting a change to products or suppliers, identify
16 the nature of the change and submit supporting []
documentation

4 For information about the criteria revision, please visit http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/products-groups-and-
criteria.html
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2.3 Scope

The product group “furniture” shall comprise free-standing or built-in units, whose primary function
is to be used for the storage, placement or hanging of items and/or to provide surfaces where users
can rest, sit, eat, study or work, whether for indoor or outdoor use. The scope extends to domestic
furniture and contract furniture items for use in domestic or non-domestic environments. Bed
frames, legs, bases and headboards are included in the scope.

The product group shall not comprise the following products:
(a) Bed mattresses, which are covered by the criteria set out in Commission Decision 2014/391/EU®,

(b) Products whose primary function is not to be used as per paragraph 1 including streetlights,
railings and fences, ladders, clocks, playground equipment, stand-alone or wall-hung mirrors,
electrical conduits, road bollards and building products such as steps, doors, windows, floor coverings
and cladding.

(c) Second-hand, refinished, refurbished or remanufactured furniture products.
(c) Furniture fitted in vehicles used for public or private transit.

(d) Furniture products which consist of more than 5% (weight by weight) of materials not included
in the following list: solid wood, wood-based panels, cork, bamboo, rattan, plastics, metals, leather,
coated fabrics, textiles, glass and padding/filling materials.

2.4 Definitions
The following definitions shall apply to references throughout this User Manual:

(@) "Aniline leather" means leather whose natural grain is clearly and completely visible and
where any surface coating with a non-pigmented finish is less than or equal to 0,01mm,
as defined in EN 15987;

(b) "Semi-aniline leather" means leather that has been coated with a finish containing a small
amount of pigment, so that the natural grain is clearly visible, as defined in EN 15987;

(c) "Pigmented and pigmented split leather" means leather or split leather whose natural
grain or surface is completely concealed with a finish containing pigments, as defined in
EN 15987,

(d) "Patent and patent split leather" means leather or split leather with generally a mirror-like

effect, obtained by application of a layer of pigmented or non-pigmented varnishes, or
synthetic resins, whose thickness does not exceed one third of the total thickness of the
product, as defined in EN 15987;

> Commission Decision 2014/391/EU of 23 June 2014 establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the EU Ecolabel for
bed mattresses, 0J L 184, 25.6.2014, p.18.
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(e) "Coated and coated split leather' means leather or split leather where the surface coating,

applied to the outer side, does not exceed one third of the total thickness of the product
but is in excess of 0,15 mm, as defined in EN 15987;

(f) "Volatile organic compound" (VOC) means any organic compound having an initial boiling
point of less than or equal to 250°C measured at a standard pressure of 101.3 kPa as
defined in Directive 2004/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council® and
which, in a capillary column, are eluting up to and including tetradecane (C;4Hso);

(g) “Semi volatile organic compound” (SVOC) means any organic compound having a boiling
point of greater than 250 °C and less than 370 °C measured at a standard pressure of
101,3 kPa and which, in a capillary column are eluting with a retention range after n-
tetradecane (C;4H30) and including n-Docosane (Ca;Hag);

(h) "Recycled content” means the proportion, by mass, of recycled material in a product or
packaging; only pre-consumer and post-consumer materials are considered as recycled
content, as defined in ISO 14021;

(i) "Pre-consumer material" means material diverted from the waste stream during a
manufacturing process but excluding the reutilization of materials such as rework, regrind
or scrap generated in a process and capable of being reclaimed within the same process
that generated it as defined in ISO 14021 and also excludes waste wood, chips and fibres
from logging and sawmilling operations;

(j) "Post-consumer material" means material generated by households or by commercial,
industrial and institutional facilities in their role as end-users of the product which can no
longer be used for its intended purpose, including returns of material from the distribution
chain, as defined in ISO 14021,

(k) "Recovered/reclaimed material" means material that would have otherwise been disposed
of as waste or used for energy recovery, but has instead been collected and
recovered/reclaimed as a material input, in lieu of new primary material, for a recycling or
a manufacturing process, as defined in 1ISO 14021,

(1) "Recycled material" means material that has been reprocessed from recovered/reclaimed
material by means of a manufacturing process and made into a final product or into a
component for incorporation into a product as defined in 1ISO 14021, but excludes waste
wood, chips and fibres from logging and sawmilling operations;

(m) "Wood-based panels” means panels fabricated from wood fibres by one of several
different processes that may involve the use of elevated temperatures, pressures and
binding resins or adhesives;

(n) "Oriented Strand Board" means multi-layered board mainly made from strands of wood
together with a binder, as defined in EN 300. The strands in the external layer are aligned
and parallel to the board length or width. The strands in the internal layer or layers can be
randomly orientated or aligned, generally at right angles to the strands in the external
layers;

6 Directive 2004/42/CE of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 April 2004 on the limitation of
emissions of volatile organic compounds due to the use of organic solvents in certain paints and varnishes and vehicle
refinishing products and amending Directive 1999/13/EC (0J L 143, 30.4.2004, p. 83).
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(o) "Particleboard" means a panel material manufactured under pressure and heat from

particles of wood (wood flakes, chips, shavings, saw-dust and similar) and/or other
lignocellulosic material in particle form (flax shives, hemp shives, bagasse fragments and
similar), with the addition of an adhesive, as defined in EN 309;

(p) "Plywood" means wood-based panels consisting of an assembly of layers glued together
with the direction of the grain in adjacent layers usually at right angles, as defined in EN
313. Many different sub-categories of plywood can be referred to based on how the
plywood is structured (such as, veneer plywood, core plywood, balanced plywood) or its
predominant end use (for instance, marine plywood);

(q) "Fibreboards" means a broad set of panel types which are defined in EN 316 and EN 622
and which can be split into the sub-categories of hardboards, medium boards, soft-boards
and dry-process boards based on their physical properties and production process;

(r) "Readily biodegradable substance" means a substance that shows 70% degradation of
dissolved organic carbon within 28 days or 60% of theoretical maximum oxygen depletion
or carbon dioxide generation within 28 days using one of the following test methods:
OECD 301 A, ISO 7827, OECD 301 B, ISO 9439, OECD 301 C, OECD 301 D, ISO 10708,
OECD 301 E, OECD 301 F, ISO 9408;

(s) "Inherently biodegradable substance” means a substance that shows 70% degradation of
dissolved organic carbon within 28 days or 60% of theoretical maximum oxygen depletion
or carbon dioxide generation within 28 days using one of the following test methods: 1SO
14593, OECD 302 A, IS0 9887, OECD 302 B, 1ISO 9888, OECD 302 C;

(t) "Finishing operations" means methods where an over-layer or coating is applied to the
surface of a material. Methods may include the application of paints, prints, varnishes,
veneers, laminates, impregnated papers and finishing foils;

(u) "Biocidal product" as defined in Regulation (EU) No 528/2012 of the European Parliament
and of the Council” means:

any substance or mixture, in the form in which it is supplied to the user,

consisting of, containing or generating one or more active substances, with the intention of
destroying, deterring, rendering harmless, preventing the action of, or otherwise exerting a
controlling effect on, any harmful organism by any means other than mere physical or
mechanical action,

any substance or mixture generated from substances or mixtures which do not themselves
fall under the preceeding paragraph, to be used with the intention of destroying, deterring,
rendering harmless, preventing the action of, or otherwise exerting a controlling effect on,
any harmful organism by any means other than mere physical or mechanical means, and

a treated article that has a primary biocidal function;

(v) "Wood preservatives" means biocidal products which are applied by surface treatment (e.g.
spraying, brushing) or deep penetrating processes (e.g. vacuum-pressure, double vacuum)
to wood (i.e,, logs received at the sawmill for commercial use and for all subsequent uses

7 Regulation (EU) No 528/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 May 2012 concerning the
making available on the market and use of biocidal products (0J L 167, 27.6.2012, p. 1).
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of the wood and wood-based products) or wood-based products themselves, or which are
applied to non-wood substrates (e.g. masonry and building foundations) solely for the
purpose of protecting adjacent wood or wood-based products from attack by wood-
destroying organisms (e.g. dry rot and termites) according to the definition agreed upon by
the European Committee for Standardisation (source CEN/TC 38 "Durability of wood and
wood-based products");

(w) "E1" means a classification for formaldehyde-containing wood-based panels adopted
across EU Member States based on formaldehyde emissions. According to the definition
provided in Annex B to EN 13986, a wood-based panel shall be classified as E1 if
emissions are equivalent to steady state concentrations of less than or equal to 0.1 ppm
(0.124 mg/m?) of formaldehyde after 28 days of a chamber test carried out according to
EN 717-1 or that the formaldehyde content is determined to be less than or equal to 8
mg/100 g oven dry board when measured according to EN 120 or that formaldehyde
emission rates are less than or equal to 3.5 mg/m2h according to EN 717-2 or less than
or equal to 5.0 mg/m2h according to the same method but within 3 days after production;

(x) "Coated fabrics" means fabrics with an adherent, discrete continuous layer of rubber
and/or plastic based material on one or both surfaces, as defined in EN 13360, including
upholstery materials commonly referred to as "faux leather”;

(y) "Textiles" mean natural fibres, synthetic fibres and man-made cellulose fibres;

(2) "Natural fibres" means cotton and other natural cellulosic seed fibres, flax and other bast
fibres, wool and other keratin fibres;

(aa) "Synthetic fibres" means acrylic, elastane, polyamide, polyester and polypropylene fibres;
(bb) "Man-made cellulose fibres" means lyocell, modal and viscose fibres;
(cc) "Upholstery" means the materials used in the craft of covering, padding and stuffing of

seating, bedding or other furniture products and may include covering materials such as
leather, coated fabrics and textiles as well as padding materials such as flexible cellular
polymeric materials based on rubber latex and polyurethane;

(dd) "Substance”, means a chemical element and its compounds in the natural state or
obtained by any manufacturing process, including any additive necessary to preserve its
stability and any impurity deriving from the process used, but excluding any solvent which
may be separated without affecting the stability of the substance or changing its
composition, as defined in Article 3(1) of Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 of the European
Parliament and of the Council?

(ee) "Mixture" means a mixture or solution composed of two or more substances as defined in
Article 3(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006;

(ff) "Component part" means rigid and discrete units whose shape and form does not need to
be altered prior to assembly of the final product in its fully functional form, although its

8 Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2006 concerning
the Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH), establishing a European Chemicals Agency,
amending Directive 1999/45/EC and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No 793/93 and Commission Regulation (EC) No
1488/94 as well as Council Directive 76/769/EEC and Commission Directives 91/155/EEC, 93/67/EEC, 93/105/EC and
2000/21/EC (0J L 396, 30.12.2006, p. 1).
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position may change during use of the final product and includes hinges, screws, frames,
drawers, wheels and shelves;

(gg) "Component materials" means materials whose shape and form may change prior to

furniture assembly or during use of the furniture product, and includes textiles, leather,
coated fabrics and polyurethane foams used in upholstery. Supplied timber may be
considered as a component material but be later sawn and treated to be converted into a
component part.
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Part B: Product Assessment and Verification

Criteria for awarding the EU Ecolabel to furniture:
1. Product description
General requirements for hazardous substances and mixtures
Wood, cork, bamboo and rattan
Plastics
Metals
Upholstery covering materials
Upholstery padding materials

Glass: use of heavy metals

L ® N O U A W N

Final product requirements
10. Consumer information

11. Information appearing on the EU Ecolabel

The specific assessment and verification requirements are indicated within each criterion. Where the
applicant is required to provide declarations, documentation, analyses, test reports, or other evidence
to show compliance with the criteria, these may originate from the applicant and/or his supplier(s)
and/or their suppliers, etc.,, as appropriate.

Competent bodies shall preferentially recognise attestations which are issued by bodies accredited
according to the relevant harmonised standard for testing and calibration laboratories and
verifications by bodies that are accredited according to the relevant harmonised standard for bodies
certifying products, processes and services.

Where appropriate, test methods other than those indicated for each criterion may be used if the
competent body assessing the application accepts their equivalence. Where appropriate, competent
bodies may require supporting documentation and may carry out independent verifications. As a pre-
requisite, the product must meet all respective legal requirements of the country (countries) in which
the product is intended to be placed on the market. The applicant shall declare the product’s
compliance with this requirement.

The EU Ecolabel criteria reflect the best environmental performing products on the furniture market.
The criteria are focused on a "per material" basis for ease of assessment given that many furniture
products will only contain one or two of the above listed materials.

Whilst the use of chemicals and release of pollutants is part of the production process, the use of
hazardous substances are excluded whenever possible or limited to the minimum necessary to
provide an adequate function and at the same time strict quality and safety standards for furniture
products. For this purpose, derogation conditions for specific substances/groups of substances are
granted in exceptional circumstances, in order not to shift the environmental burden to other life
cycle phases or impacts and only when there are no viable alternatives existing on the market.
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Criterion 1. Product Description

Required documentation for Assessment and verification: Product description

The applicant shall provide documentation to the Competent Body containing:

Technical drawings that illustrate the different component parts/materials and sub-component
parts/materials used in the assembly of the furniture product;

An overall bill of materials stating the total weight of the product unit and how the weight is
split amongst solid wood, wood-based panels, cork.,, bamboo, rattan, plastics, metals, leather,
textiles, coated fabrics, glass, padding/filling and any "other" materials. The total quantity of
"other materials" must not exceed 5% of the total product weight (excluding packaging). Weights
of different materials shall be expressed as grams or kilograms and as a percentage of the total
product unit weight.

Declaration template

@ Interpretation of criterion:

This criterion essentially requires a list of component parts, an understanding of what materials they
are made of and their respective weights.

The information regarding the total weight of each type of material in the product is important in
terms of determining whether or not certain other criteria shall also apply. For example, the
requirement for sustainable wood (criterion 3.1) will only apply if more than 5% of the total furniture
product weight is due to components made of wood or wood-based panels; the requirement for a
minimum recycled plastic content will only apply if the total plastic content exceeds 30% of the
product weight etc. etc.

Information describing each component in technical drawings will be important when demonstrating
compliance with the general hazardous substance requirements in Criteria 2.1 and 2.2, which apply
to individual component parts. For the sake of compiling declarations systematically, it would be
helpful to assign a code number or name to each different type of component part used in the
product although this is not explicitly mentioned in the criterion text.

Where technical documents are provided to the competent body electronically they shall be provided
in a readily accessible file format, preferably as PDFs.

An example of information included in EPDs is given below, although this information is more
detailed than that required by Criterion 1, it could also be accepted when summed together per
material type:
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1 - Shell

2 - Spring

3 - Self-tapping screw

{ 4 - Stacking pad
{5 5 - Link's hole caps

6 - Four-leg round base

7 - Front foot for four-
leg round base without

{7 felt

Materials Weight (g) % weight
1 — Polypropylene 1648 (x1) 27.1%
2 — Stainless Steel 2.5 (x2) 0.1%
3 — Stainless Steel 1 (x4) 0.1%
4 — Polypropylene 992 (x1) 16.3%
Chair
5 — Polypropylene 2 (x4) 0.1%
6 — Steel 3407 (x1) 56.1%
7 - Polyethylene 3 (x4) 0.2%
Total chair weight 6076 100%
Cardboard 1105 97.1%
Polyethylene 26 2.3%
Packaging Steel 5 0.4%
Paper 2 0.2%
Packaging weight 1138 100%
Chair weight 6076 81.3%
3;’%’::'5 Packaging weight 1138 18.7%
Total weight 7214 100%

Figure 1. Example of information required as part of demonstrating compliance with Criterion 1

(image taken of a real life example of EPD for "Team" chair produced by Arper).
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Criterion 2. General hazardous substance requirements
2.1 Restriction of substances of very high concern (SVHCs)

@ Interpretation of criterion:

The furniture industry is basically an assembly industry of component parts and materials from
suppliers. All component parts/materials used in furniture, as well as the final prod